Site Express

The Website-Building Service for Authors Guild Members


ABOUT SITE EXPRESS:
How it works.  Simply complete the following form and return it as an e-mail attachment to siteexpress@authorsguild.org.  We’ll get a draft of your website back to you in about a week.  It’s that easy. 
What you’ll get.  A website of up to 7 pages including book cover images (where available), an author photo, links to online bookstores and a listing of any upcoming events.  Pages include a home page (your biography), a bibliography page listing up to 3 works, a page devoted to each of up to 3 works, a separate events page, and a contact form page.  (You’re free to add more later.)
We’ll do one set of edits to the site before it’s launched. The layout (placement of text, cover images, author photo, etc.) is set as seen in the following site: www.mignoneberhart.com.  You may easily change the layout and theme of the site any time you’d like.  After the initial site is launched, it’s up to you to update your site with the easy-to-use Sitebuilder software.  We are available to answer your questions and have updated the site’s Help section, which includes short videos on specific areas of your site.
Author photo.  If you’d like to include a photo, e-mail a digital copy to us.  If you do not have a digital photo, you can take a physical photo to your local copy shop and ask them to make a digital copy. You must confirm you have the right to distribute electronic copies of any image you provide. Please note that we will post only one photo per page. You are free to add others after reviewing your first site iteration.

Cost. The Authors Guild is pleased to offer this limited-time site-building service to members for free, but we must receive your application June 30, 2010. You pay nothing up front. After reviewing your site, if you like what you see, then you may activate your account and submit one round of edits at no additional charge.  The $6 per month hosting charge begins to apply only on activation of your account. If you’d like a personalized domain name (www.yourname.com, www.yourbooktitle.net, etc.), we can reserve it for you at the cost of $18 per year at the time you activate your website.

A note about text styles. So that your website is easy to maintain and optimized for viewing on the web, we strongly suggest that you limit text formatting (bold, italicizing, alignment, etc.) as much as possible when filling out the application.  As a standard, the titles of books, magazines, and newspapers should be italicized, not underlined or in bold. Paragraphs should be left aligned (no indent) and separated with one space. Please do not use bullets or underlining. 
Domain name preference. For the website to be accessible it needs to have a domain name (such as www.hankjones.com or www.mybook.com). The best domain names are short, easily remembered, and clearly relate to your writing or yourself as an author. We recommend something close to your own name, or the title of a work that you particularly want to promote. 

DOMAIN NAME PREFERENCE (If left blank, your domain name will be in the form of members.authorsguild.net/username):

Domain name to use for the site (please indicate if you have already registered the domain name):
PERSONAL INFORMATION (REQUIRED):
1. Your name as listed in our records:
2. Your name as it will appear on the site:

BIOGRAPHY (REQUIRED): 
This can be brief. Paste or type up to 750 words.
WORK #1 (REQUIRED):
1. Title of book, article, or essay:


2. Category  (Fiction, Nonfiction, Memoir, Essays, etc.):
3. Very brief description, review excerpt, or blurb (15 words):
4. Further descriptive information about work (up to 50 words):

For books, this should be the equivalent of back-cover copy.

5. Feature page content (up to 1,200 words):
Your choice: brief or lengthy excerpts, a synopsis, review, etc.
6.   Online bookstore (optional): Which (if any) online bookstore would you like us to link to?  We will only link to one bookstore per book.  Don’t forget about indiebound.org, the independent booksellers’ site.
WORK #2 (OPTIONAL):
1. Title of book, article, or essay:

2. Category: 

3. Very brief description, review excerpt, or blurb: 

4. Further descriptive information about work: 
5. Feature page content: 
6.   Online bookstore:
WORK #3 (OPTIONAL):
1. Title of book, article, or essay:
2. Category: 

3. Very brief description, review excerpt, or blurb: 

4. Further descriptive information about work: 

5. Feature page content: 
6.   Online bookstore:
EVENTS PAGE (OPTIONAL):
Have any upcoming events? Provide brief information here (location, date, time, directions, etc.) 

CONTACT PAGE (REQUIRED):
Contact Page.  Unless you state that you prefer otherwise, we will include a contact form as part of your site, which will send messages to your e-mail address on file with Guild. Your e-mail address will not be visible on the form. Please let us know if you would not like a contact form.  

Please carefully review and edit your copy before submitting this application as an email attachment to siteexpress@authorsguild.org.
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